
Episode 117 śloka 87



āroha : स ग3 म2 प िन 2 स

• The eighty-seventh śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in the rāgā hradini.

• hradini is a janya rāgā derived from the 64th melakarta, vācaspati.

• It is an audava-audava jāti rāgā.

rāgā hradini

avaroha : स िन 2 प म2 ग3 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā hradini
• rāgā hradini has a melodious and soothing structure that evokes 

feelings of peace and devotion. 

• This rāgā is therapeutically beneficial for reducing stress and 
promoting a sense of well-being.



śloka 87
िहमानीह'(ं िहमिग+रिनवासैकचतुरौ
िनशायां िन7ाणं िनिश चरमभागे च िवशदौ ।
वरं ल>ीपा@ं िAयमितसृज'ौ समियनां
सरोजं EFादौ जनिन जयतिG@िमह िकम् ॥

himānīhantavyaṁ himagirinivāsaikacaturau
niśāyāṁ nidrāṇaṁ niśi caramabhāge ca viśadau |
varaṁ lakṣmīpātraṁ śriyamatisṛjantau samayināṁ
sarojaṁ tvatpādau janani jayataścitramiha kim || 87 ||



• In the eighty-seventh śloka of soundarya laharī, Adi 
Shankara extols the beauty of Devi’s sacred feet, 
which is far superior to an ordinary lotus flower in 
strength, grace, and divine power.

• Her feet dwell joyfully in the cold Himalayas. They 
shine and remain ever-radiant in both day and night. 

• Devi’s feet also bless Her devoted seekers with the 
fortune and grace of Lakshmi Herself, unlike an 
ordinary lotus. 

Context



िहमानीह'(ं
himānīhantavyam

to be destroyed by snow/cold

िहमिग+रिनवासैकचतुरौ
himagiri nivāsaikacaturau

solely clever in living on the Himalayas 
(refers to Shiva and Parvati)

िनशायाम्
niśāyām

in the night

िन8ाणम्
nidrāṇam

closed (like eyes in sleep)

िनिश
niśi

at night

Word-to-word meanings
चरमभागे

caramabhāge
in the last part

च
ca

and

िवशदौ
viśadau

clear, radiant

वरम्
varam

best, excellent

ल>ीपा@म्
lakṣmīpātram

the abode or vessel of Lakshmi (wealth)



िAयम्
śriyam

wealth, prosperity

अितसृज'ौ
atisṛjantau

generating, producing in abundance

समियनाम्
samayinām

of the devotees (specifically 
samayācāra devotees)

सरोजम्
sarojaṃ

lotus

FGादौ
tvatpādau

your feet

Word-to-word meanings (Cont.)
जनिन
janani

O Mother

जयतः
jayataḥ

shine forth, are victorious

िच@म्
citram

marvelous, surprising

इह
iha

here

िकम्
kim

What is surprising in this?



“O Mother! 

In the peak of the night, at the abode of the snowy mountain, the bright 
ones, who are in the company of time, create immense wealth through Your 
feet. The moon, which is the vessel of Lakshmi, is said to conquer the night 
with its rays. Here, what is strange? The abundance of its brilliance clearly 
shows its significance”.

bhāvārtha



• Devi’s feet bestow eternal wealth and prosperity (śrī), upon the seekers who follow the
righteous inner worship of samayācāra.

• This śloka distinguishes between two paths:
samayācāra (pure, internal, righteous worship) and
vāmācāra (external, left-hand path worship).

• True spiritual bliss and Divine Grace come through pure, heartfelt, internal worship and not
through external rites.

Important pointers



Meditating on the 87th śloka grants the siddhi of śrīpāda-nitya-prabhā-
prāpti—attaining the ever-radiant light of Devi’s feet, which surpass all 
worldly beauty and limitations. The sādhaka gains unshakable inner purity, 
wealth of spiritual insight, and the grace reserved for samayin devotees. 
This siddhi bestows both material abundance (as Lakshmi flows from Her 
feet) and liberation, through unwavering devotion to the inner path.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


