
Episode 119 śloka 89



āroha : स "र1 ग3 म1 प ध1 िन 2 स

• The eighty-ninth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in the rāgā vakulābharana.

• vakulābharana is the 14th melakarta rāgā which belongs to the 3rd agni cakra with the mnemonic
name agni-go.

• It is a sampūrṇa-sampūrṇa jāti rāgā and the śuddha madhyama equivalent of the 50th melakarta
nāmanarāyani.

rāgā vakulābharana

avaroha : स िन2 ध1 प म1 ग3 "र1 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā vakulābharana

• rāgā vakulābharana has a unique structure with a melancholic and serious melodic 
pattern that evokes karuṇā rasa (compassion) and bhakti rasa (devotion) in the 
listener. 

• Due to its introspective quality, this raga helps in emotional release and healing. 

• Therapeutically, vakulābharana is beneficial for those experiencing grief or sadness, 
promoting a sense of compassion and empathy.



śloka 89
नखैना%क'ीणां करकमलस/ोचशिशिभः
त7णां िद9ानां हसत इव ते च>? चरणौ ।
फलािन Cः DेEः िकसलयकराGेण ददतां
दHरIेEो भIां िJयमिनशमKाय ददतौ ॥

nakhairnākastrīṇāṁ karakamalasaṅkocaśaśibhiḥ
tarūṇāṁ divyānāṁ hasata iva te caṇḍi caraṇau |
phalāni svaḥsthebhyaḥ kisalayakarāgreṇa dadatāṁ
daridrebhyo bhadrāṁ śriyamaniśamahnāya dadatau || 89 ||



• In the eighty-ninth śloka of soundarya laharī, Adi 
Shankara continues to praise the Divine Mother’s feet, 
especially the brilliance of Her toenails.

• Devi’s feet outshine even the heavenly wish-fulfilling 
tree, the kalpavṛkṣa, that gives fruits only to the self-
sufficient gods. 

• The Mother’s generous feet bless even the poorest and 
most helpless with abundance without any condition.

Context



नखैः
nakhaiḥ

with nails

नाक'ीणां
nākastrīṇām

of the celestial women

करकमलस/ोचशिशिभः
karakamalasaṅkoçaśaśibhiḥ

with moon-like lights causing the 
contraction of their lotus-like hands 

त6णां
tarūṇām

of trees

िद8ानां
divyānām

celestial

Word-to-word meanings
हसत

hasata
smiling, laughing

इव
iva

as if

ते
te

Your

च=>
caṇḍi

O Chandi (fierce goddess)

चरणौ
caraṇau

feet



फलािन
phalāni

fruits

ABCेDः
svassthebhyaḥ

to those who are in their rightful place 

िकसलयकराFेण
kisalayakarāgreṇa

with tender shoot-like fingertips

ददतां
dadatāṃ

of those who give

दGरHेDः
daridrebhyaḥ

to the poor

Word-to-word meanings (Cont.)
भHां

bhadrāṃ
auspicious

िIयम्
śriyam

wealth, fortune

अिनशम्
aniśam

always

अहनाय
ahanāya

instantly, without delay

ददतौ
dadatau

give



“O caṇḍi! 
With the tender tips of Your hands, You bestow the fruits of auspiciousness 
upon those who are spiritually inclined and offer Your blessings to the 
impoverished, granting them divine wealth and prosperity. Your feet, 
adorned with nails that resemble the crescent moons, shine with a radiance 
that seems to smile upon the three worlds, symbolizing the bestowal of 
grace and abundance”.

bhāvārtha



• The benevolence of Cosmic Mother’s feet is greater than even the famed celestial trees 
(kalpavṛkṣa), which grant boons only to the gods.

• Devi’s feet, adorned with toenails outshine the beauty of even heavenly damsels and they 
grant riches and blessings to the humble, the poor, and the spiritually aspirant. 

• caṇḍi - the fierce yet compassionate Mother : power to destroy negativity and also to shower 
supreme grace and liberation.

• Devi’s grace alone leads to liberation – mokṣa.

Important pointers



Meditating on the 89th śloka grants the siddhi of puṇyātītaḥ divyasiddhiḥ -
the supreme power of granting total abundance, both material and 
spiritual. Her feet surpass even the kalpavṛkṣa, offering not just boons to 
the deserving, but bhadra-śrī (auspicious prosperity) to all - including the 
poor and the inwardly impoverished. 

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


