
Episode 134 śloka 100



āroha : स "र2 म1 प िन 2 स

• The hundredth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in the rāgā madhyamāvati.

• madhyamāvati is a janya rāgā derived from the 22nd melakarta kharaharapriya.

• This is an audava- audava jāti rāgā.

• The Hindustani rāgā similar to madhyamāvati is rāgā madhmad sārang.

rāgā madhyamāvati

avaroha : स िन 2 प म1 "र2 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā madhyamāvati

• rāgā madhyamāvati is considered an auspicious rāgā and is often rendered as a concluding or 
mangala rāgā in Carnatic concerts. 

• madhyamāvati evokes bhakti rasa (devotion) and spiritual contentment in the listener. 

• It promotes joy and positive emotions, creating a vibrant and celebratory atmosphere. 

• Therapeutically, rāgā madhyamāvati is beneficial for stress reduction, mood elevation and 
promoting an optimistic mindset.



śloka 100
!दीप%ालािभिद*वसकरनीराजनिविधः
सुधासूते78ोपलजललवैर;*रचना ।
>कीयैर@ोिभः सिललिनिधसौिहCकरणं
Fदीयािभवा*GHIव जनिन वाचां IुितJरयम् ॥

pradīpajvālābhirdivasakaranīrājanavidhiḥ
sudhāsuteścandropalajalalavairarghyaracanā |
svakīyairambhobhiḥ salilanidhisauhityakaraṇaṁ
tvadīyābhirvāgbhistava janani vācāṁ stutiriyam || 100 ||



• Adi Shankara humbly offers this final prayer to the Divine 
Mother in this 100th śloka.

• The soundarya laharī stotra is not crafted by his own power, 
but is born of the very speech that Devi has blessed him 
with.

• He reflects on how can one truly offer anything to the 
supreme Mother who is the very source of all?

• Adi Shankara teaches that true devotion is the surrender of 
everything to the Divine, recognizing that nothing is truly 
one’s own.

Context



वाचां जनिन
vācāṃ janani

O Mother of Speech! (Savitri, source of 
all speech and Vedas)

(दीप,ालािभः
pradīpajvālābhiḥ

With the flames of lamps held in hand

िदवसकर नीराजनिविधः
divasakara nīrājanavidhiḥ

Like performing Mangala Aarati to the 
Sun

4कीयैः
svakīyaiḥ

By that which belongs to oneself 

च7ोपलजललवैः
candropalajalalavaiḥ

By the drops of water flowing from a 
moonstone

सुधासूतेः
sudhāsūteḥ

To Chandra, who is the source of nectar

अ>?रचना
arghyaracanā

The offering of Arghya

Word-to-word meanings
अ@ोिभः

ambhobhiḥ
With water

सिललिनिध सौिहCकरणम्
salilanidhi sauhityakaraṇam

Offering Tarpana to the ocean, the 
natural holder of water

तथा
tathā

In the same manner

Hदीयािभः
tvadīyābhiḥ

With that which belongs to You

वाIJः
vāgbhiḥ

By words 

तव
tava

Your

KुितLरयम्
stutiriyam

This hymn of praise



“O Mother of all Speech, the very source of all words! 

Just as the Sun’s own light is used to perform Aarati (waving of lamps) for 
Him, Just as the nectarous water flowing from the Moonstone is offered as 
Arghya to the Moon, Just as the vast ocean is offered oblations with its own 
waters, In the same manner, these words of praise (soundarya laharī), which 
have originated from You alone, belong to You alone. Here, nothing is truly 
mine, for everything flows from You”.

bhāvārtha



• Adi Shankara draws analogies to express the truth that the soundarya laharī stotra is an offering to the
source of all – the supreme Mother Lalitha Tripurasundari.

• Like praising the sun with a flickering lamp, offering oblations to the moon with dew drops that fall from a
moonstone - all of these are inherently redundant, yet deeply symbolic acts of devotion.

• Likewise, soundarya laharī has been composed using the very vāk-śakti (power of speech) that Devi
Herself has bestowed.

• This śloka reminds us that every act of devotion, every word of praise, is ultimately an offering from the
devotee to the Self, for the Mother alone is the giver, the receiver, and the offering itself.

Important pointers



Meditating on this final śloka grants the siddhi of pūrṇa-śaraṇāgati - total 
surrender and ego-transcendence. The sādhaka realizes that all speech, 
thought, and devotion arise from Her alone. This awareness dissolves 
pride, births humility, and opens the heart fully to grace. 

True bhakti flows: pure, effortless, selfless, and divine.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


