
Episode 22 

nāda jñāna sudhā

śloka 17 



āroha  : स रि3 ग3 म2 प ध2 नि2 स

• The seventeenth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in rāgā 

nāsikābhuśani. 

• nāsikābhuśani is the 70th melakarta. 

• This is the 4th rāgā in the 12th cakra, called as the 'āditya' cakra. The mnemonic 

name is - āditya-bhū. 

• nāsikābhuśani is a sampūrna-sampūrna jāti rāgā

rāgā nāsikābhuśani  

avaroha : स नि2 ध2 प म2 ग3 रि3 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā nāsikābhuśani

• nāsikābhuśani rāgā evokes pity and devotion, bringing out the bhakti 

rasa. 

• At the same time, nāsikābhuśani also brings out the śrīngāra rasa, 

which is the characteristic of the uttāranga. Thus, this is a lilting rāgā.



śloka 17
सनित्रीनििवाचवां शनशमनिनशलविङ्गरुनचनििः

 िनशन्यवद्यवनिस्त्वां सह जिनि सनिन्तयनि यिः  ।

 स किवा कवव्यविवां ििनि महिवां िनङ्गरुनचनििः

 िचोनििवागे्दिीिदिकमलवमोदमधुि िः  ॥

 savitrībhirvācāṃ śaśimaṇiśilābhaṅgarucibhiḥ

 vaśinyādyābhistvāṃ saha janani sañcintayati yaḥ |

 sa kartā kāvyānāṃ bhavati mahatāṃ bhaṅgirucibhiḥ

 vacobhirvāgdevīvadanakamalāmodamadhuraiḥ || 17 ||



• The 17th śloka is a continuation of 15th and 16th śloka 

where Adi Shankara speaks about sārasvata prayoga.

• Adi Shankara describes the worship of the third 'śakti 

kūta' of the 'panchadaśākśarī mantra, the associated 

worship of the letters that constitute the śakti kūta and 

its benefits.

Context



• He says that the sādhaka should meditate on Devi along 

with the 'eight vāk-dēvatas' – the eight goddesses of 

speech, who reside in the 7th enclosure of the Sri Chakra.

• These Goddesses preside over the 51 Sanskrit alphabets 

consisting 16 vowels and 34 consonants.

• These vāk-dēvatas are called as vaśinyādi vāgdevatas:

Vashini, Kameshwari, Modini, Vimala, Aruna, Jaini, 

Sarveshwari and Kaulini. 



िवचवां सनित्रीनििः

vācāṃ savitrībhih 

The source of speech or formation of 

words 
शनशमनि नशलविङ्गरुनचनििः

śaśimaṇi śilābhaṅgaruchibhiḥ 

the splendorous beauty like that of the 

pieces of cut moonstone
िनशन्यवद्यवनििः  सह

vaśinyādyābhih saha 

The celestial goddesses known as 8 

Vashinis (worshipped in the seventh 

āvarana of Srividya navāvarana pūja, 12 

Yoginis, 4 Aksharinis, in all – 24 dēvatās, 

surrounded by them 
त्वां

tvāṃ 

that is, You O Devi!

यिः

yaḥ 

The sādhaka yōgi who

जिनि

janani  

O Mother!

सनिन्तयनि

saṃcintayati 

meditates upon (You)

स 

sa

such a great sādhaka

महिवां

mahatāṃ 

great sages such as – Vyasa, 

Valmiki, and Kalidasa
िनङ्गरुनचनििः

bhaṅgiruchibhiḥ 

whose beautiful verbal 

expressions 
िवगे्दिी िदि कमलवमोद मधुि िः

vāgdēvī vadana kamalamoda 

madhuraiḥ  

that is as though Goddess 

Saraswati is Herself speaking

िचोनििः

vachobhih 

with such words

कवव्यविवां

kāvyānāṃ  

of great poems 

किवा

kartā 

composer 

ििनि

bhāvati  

becomes

Word-to-word meanings
O Bhagavati! 



“Oh Mother! one who meditates and reflects on You as seated in the midst of 

Vashini and other devatas who are the generators of speech, and who have the 

luster of a freshly well-cut moonstone gem, and who have the power of bestowing 

the gift of good speech, is sure to become the author of poetic compositions with 

the beauty of wit and diction of great poets, and with words and style that are 

sweetly fragrant as the lotus face of the goddess of speech, Saraswati”.

bhāvārtha 



• The vaśinyādi vāgdevatas (Vashini, Kameshwari, Modini, Vimala, Aruna, Jaini, Sarveshwari 

and Kaulini) are very close to Sri Lalitha Tripurasundari.

• Adi Shankara has indicated that the one who meditates upon Devi along with the vaśinyādi 

vāgdevatas will appear like a freshly cut pure white moonstone (candrakanta shila). 

• Moonstone is formed by solidifying the moon rays and freshly cut moonstone gets dissolved 

by white moonlight. 

• The melting of the moonstone is compared to the formation of the alphabet, words and 

sentence pronunciation with sound. 

Important pointers



• In this 17th śloka, Devi’s complexion is red and the vāgdevatas are white in color. 

• Her red color gets marginally diffused by the Vāgdevis, so that She can be meditated upon as 

the one having cool appearance like the candrakanta stone.

• Adi Shankara voices that if the meditation of the sādhaka is powerful enough, he gets the 

power to compose epics and hymns and the words flow from him as though it is from 

Vagdevis.

Important pointers



Deep meditation on both the vāk and artha of this śloka bestows 

the sādhaka the gift of vāk siddhi with pleasant sweetness in 

speech, knowledge of śāstras (all forms of arts and science). He 

gets the ability to win hearts through his hypnotizing yet 

auspicious and divine vāk.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling
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