SOUNDARYA LAHARI

nada jaana sudha

Episode 22

sloka 17
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e The seventeenth sloka of soundarya lahari is composed and rendered in
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the 70th melakarta.
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e This is the 4th raga in the 12th cakra, called as the 'aditya’ cakra. The mnemonic
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e Atthe sametime
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which is the characteristic of the uttaranga. Thus, this is a lilting
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Context

The 17t Sloka is a continuation of 15" and 16" Sloka

where Adi Shankara speaks about sarasvata prayoga.

Adi Shankara describes the worship of the third 'Sakti
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its benefits.



e He saysthat the sadhaka should meditate on Devi along
with the 'eight vak-dévatas' — the eight goddesses of
speech, who reside in the 7th enclosure of the Sri Chakra.

e These Goddesses preside over the 51 Sanskrit alphabets

consisting 16 vowels and 34 consonants.

e These vak-dévatas are called as vasinyadi vagdevatas:
Vashini, Kameshwari, Modini, Vimala, Aruna, Jaini,

Sarveshwari and Kaulini.
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Word-to-word meanings

samcintayati

O Bhagavati!
arei gfa=if™: | The source of speech or formation of Y | such a great sadhaka
vacam savitribhih | words sa
RO ﬁlﬁTllﬁTﬁlﬁ-[ the splendorous beauty like that of the Hgdl great sages such as — Vyasa,
sasimani silabhangaruchibhih | pieces of cut moonstone mahatam | Valmiki, and Kalidasa
SIRT=AT: g | The celestial goddesses known as 8 “—f@i?ﬁlﬁ-[ whose beautiful verbal
vasinyadyabhih saha | Vashinis (worshipped in the seventh bhangiruchibhih | expressions
avarana of Srividya navavarana puja, 12 aﬂé?ﬂ da- OrN-IQ'HJ-I\IC'( I["gf{t that is as though Goddess
Yoginis, 4 Aksharinis, in all - 24 dévatas, vagdévi vadana kamalamoda | Saraswati is Herself speaking
surrounded by them madhuraih
i | that s, You O Devi! JAN: | with such words
tvam vachobhih
g: | The sadhaka yogi who HTATI | of great poems
yah kavyanam
S | O Mother! Wf composer
Jjanani karta
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“Oh Mother! one who meditates and reflects on You as seated in the midst of

Vashini and other devatas who are the generators of speech, and who have the

luster of a freshly well-cut moonstone gem, and who have the power of bestowing

the gift of good speech, is sure to become the author of poetic compositions with

the beauty of wit and diction of great poets, and with words and style that are

sweetly fragrant as the lotus face of the goddess of speech, Saraswati”.



Important pointers

e The vasinyadi vagdevatas (Vashini, Kameshwari, Modini, Vimala, Aruna, Jaini, Sarveshwari

and Kaulini) are very close to Sri Lalitha Tripurasundari.

e Adi Shankara has indicated that the one who meditates upon Devi along with the vasinyadi

vagdevatas will appear like a freshly cut pure white moonstone (candrakanta shila).

e Moonstone is formed by solidifying the moon rays and freshly cut moonstone gets dissolved

by white moonlight.

e The melting of the moonstone is compared to the formation of the alphabet, words and

sentence pronunciation with sound.



Important pointers

e Inthis 17%" Sloka, Devi’s complexion is red and the vagdevatas are white in color.

e Herred color gets marginally diffused by the Vagdevis, so that She can be meditated upon as

the one having cool appearance like the candrakanta stone.

e Adi Shankara voices that if the meditation of the sadhaka is powerful enough, he gets the

power to compose epics and hymns and the words flow from him as though it is from

Vagdevis.



siddhi of the s

loka (spiritual)

Deep meditation on both the vak and artha of this sloka bestows

the sadhaka the gift of vak siddhi with pleasant sweetness in

V-

speech, knowledge of sastras (all forms of arts and science). He

gets the ability to win hearts through his hypnotizing yet

auspicious and divine vak.




Notes / Experience Journaling
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