
Episode 29 śloka 22



āroha : स ग3 म1 प ध2 िन3 स

• The twenty-second śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in rāgā kānada.

• kānada is a janya of the 22nd melakarta kharaharapriya, which corresponds to the kāfi thāt in the
Hindustani tradition.

• kānada is a śādava-sampūrna jāti rāgā. It has vakra sancāras in both ārōha and avarōha.

rāgā kānada

avaroha : स िन3 स ध2 प म1 ग3 म1 )र2 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā kānada

• kānada has a melodic nature, and it almost instantly appeals to the listener. 

• This rāgā evokes great emotion and gravitas. It gives a feeling of meditative and a 
reflective mood, along with a characteristic sweetness.

• This rāgā brings together śrīngāra and karuna rasa as an uncommon combination, 
and helps the singer as well as the listener to go into an internal contemplative 
dhyāna.



śloka 22
भवािन &ं दासे मिय िवतर /ि0ं सक2णां
इित 5ोतंु वा8न् कथयित भवािन &िमित यः ।
तदैव &ं त>ै िदशिस िनजसायुAपदवी ं
मुकुDEFेGHुटमकुटनीरािजतपदाम् ॥

bhavāni tvaṁ dāse mayi vitara dṛṣṭiṁ sakaruṇāṁ
iti stotuṁ vāñchan kathayati bhavāni tvamiti yaḥ |
tadaiva tvaṁ tasmai diśasi nijasāyujyapadavīṁ
mukundabrahmendrasphuṭamakuṭanīrājitapadām || 22 ||



• In the previous seven ślokas of soundarya laharī, Adi 
Shankara has explained the benefits that the first three 
types of puruṣārtha provides, which is the 'dharma', 
'artha', and 'kāma’. 

• In this 22nd śloka, Adi Shankara explains the benefit of 
the last puruṣārtha - which is 'mōkṣa’. 

Context



• In this śloka Adi Shankara provides us a glimpse of 
extraordinary compassion and big heart of Devi. 

• He gives a beautiful example, where he says that the 
sādhaka when with full devotion meditates and worships 
Devi, at that very moment, She offers him mukti
(liberation). 



भवािन &ं
bhavāni tvam

"You, O Bhavani!" 

दासे मिय
dāsemayi

on me Your servant 

सक.णां
sakaruṇām

Your compassionate filled 

0ि1ं
dṛṣṭim

glance 

िवतर
vitara

please bestow

इित
iti

In this manner

यः
yaḥ

the devotee who  

कथयित
kathayati

begins to address You as 

भवािन &िमित
bhavāni tvam iti

“O Bhavani You!”

तदैव &ं त8ै
tadaiva tvam tasmai

immediately You Devi, to such a 
person

िदशिस
diśasi

bestow.

मुकु; <=े> ?ुटमकुट
नीरािजतपदाम्

mukunda-brahmēndra-
sphuṭamakuṭa-nīrājitapadām

Vishnu, Brahma, Indra, and other 
devatas performing ārati with their 
illuminated crowns on Your lotus 
feet 

Word-to-word meanings



“O Bhavani! 

The one who addresses You as Bhavani seeking Your compassion to bestow 
Your glance on him considering him as Your servant, offered liberation by 
bestowing him sāyujya by You instantaneously, even before he could 
complete the word Bhavani. The crowns of Vishnu, Brahma, Indra, other 
gods and goddesses get the reflection of Your lotus feet and appear as if 
they perform ārati for You”.

bhāvārtha



• The 22nd śloka emphasizes on the name of Devi – Bhavani.

• Bhavani – as a verb means – let me become one with You.

• Bhava – Shiva; Bhavani – consort of Shiva who infuses life into the beings.

• Since Devi is fond of Bhava (Shiva), She becomes immensely pleased when She is addressed 
as Bhavani, showers Her compassion on such sādhakas and offers them instantaneous 
liberation.

• When a pure-hearted devotee constantly thinks about Devi and prays to Her for blessings, his 
mind is pervaded by Devi’s thoughts. 

Important pointers



• In such a mindset, a sādhaka sincerely prays to Devi with no other desire but just a glance 
from Devi so that he can attain Her (become one with Her) and addresses Her as Bhavani.

• Even before completing the word ‘Bhavani’, She appears before him in person and absorbs the 
devotee into Her. The devotee becomes one with Her.

• She raises him to the highest spiritual level and bestows him liberation from the cycles of birth 
and death.

• sāyujya – the state of liberation where there is total absorption of a devotee into the divine 
essence. 

Important pointers



Deep meditation on both the vāk and artha of this śloka bestows the 
sādhaka the ability to develop deep bhakti of Dēvī and the awareness of 
sāyujya state. A sādhaka yogi who sees Devi as pure effulgence, move 
towards the awakening of an enlightened awareness, that is both 
hypnotic as well as magnetic, thus Devi bestowing him of many spiritual 
siddhis, which the sādhaka can use to benefit the human-kind.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


