SOUNDARYA LAHARI
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e The thirty-second sloka of soundarya lahariis composed and rendered in r.

is derived from the 22nd melakarta kharaharapriya.

agesri

e b

is also a Hindustani raga, and is placed under the kafi that.

agesri

C B8

raga.

e Thisis anaudava sampdurna vakra



The healing benefits of

agesri

b

Is a popular midnight

raga

raga.

agesri

® b

possesses an ability to uplift spirit and enhance

agesri

e Onone hand, b

mood, on the other, it also can bring out the emotional feelings of

separation and longing with an extended wait for reunion.



\

TR[ 5Y: Weh¥ig] I IRMHERERY: |

3 e RAGIHRaYHY gfedr

sloka 32

Rra: Wfdd: o1A: f&favy ¥a: Siafbor:

ST JUIR dd S ArEragadnd i

N

-

h saktih kamah ksitiratha ravih $ritakiranah

7 °

SIVa

harayah |

amara

smaro hamsah sakrastadanu ca par

ami hrllekhabhistisrbhiravasanesu ghatita

bhajante varnaste tava janani namavayavatam || 32 ||
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Context

® Inthe 32nd sloka of soundarya lahari, Adi Shankara very
secretively, succinctly reveals the suksma (subtle) form of
Devi through the fifteen syllables of Her supreme srividya

pancadasaksari mantra.

e Since this Srividya mantra is a very secretive one, Adi

Shankara has not revealed it openly.

® He has kept this mantra embedded and hidden within this
Sloka, so that only those guru-initiated samayacara
sadhakas in the path of moksa (liberation) can receive the

inner knowledge of this supreme srividya mantra.
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Word-to-word meanings

Indra (letter "el" (la) from the word

dfen: | Moon (letter "H' (sa) from the word

HX: | Manmatha (letter '&h' (ka) from the

gﬁt Swan (letter 'g" (ha) from the word
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Word-to-word meanings (cont.)
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bhavartha

“O Mother!

(a’) indicated by the words Shiva, Shakti, kama, ksiti

€7 ¢
I

)
)

The mantras (‘ka’, ‘e

respectively, then the mantras (‘ha’, ‘sa’, ‘ka’, ‘ha; ‘la’) indicated by the words

I —

ravi, sitakirana, smara, hamsa, Sakra respectively, and following that the

, and Hari

ra, mara

la’) indicated by the words para

) ¢
)

mantras (‘sa’, ‘ka

respectively, and when joined at the end of each pada with the hrimkara,

these Your syllables, they become limbs (parts) of Your name”.



Important pointers

e Adi Shankara has used symbolic words to represent all fifteen syllables of the pancadasaksari

mantra and hidden the syllables within the deeper meaning of each word used here.

e Onlythe one who is initiated by a diksa-guru will be able to understand the root meaning of the

word and derive the syllable to be used effectively.

e For a non-initiated seeker, reciting the sloka is equivalent to chanting the pancadasaksari

mantra.

e |n this 32"d sloka, Adi Shankara has involved the following gods:

Shiva, Shakti, Brahma, Vishnu, Indra, Manmatha, Hamsa, Sun, Moon and Earth.



Important pointers

e When a sadhaka chants this Sloka, he would not only invoke the blessings of the individual

gods but collectively invoke the blessings of the Supreme Mother.

® pancadasaksari mantra is classified into three katas. ( ktta — group)

- o

e 15t kuta—vagbhava kdta - 4 holy syllables - ka, e, I, la

e 2"l k{ta - kamaraja kdta -5 syllables - ha, sa, ka, ha, la

e 3" kita- Shakti kiita— 3 syllables - sa, ka, la

S Ly




Important pointers

e Atthe end of each kata, there is hrimkara.

e The entire panchadasaksari mantra is expounded as thus:

[ ka e ila hrim, ha sa ka ha la hrim, sa ka la hrim




Important pointers

e According to Acharya Lakshmidhara’s commentary on soundarya lahari, one more syllable

has to be added to this mantra — srim - this has to be given by the guru to the disciple directly.

e When the 16" letter (Srim) is added to this mantra, it becomes Ssodasaksari mantra — this is

considered as the complete srividya mantra.

® sadhaka must consider this Sloka to represent the complete srividya sodasaksari mantra,

even though Adi Shankara has omitted the last syllable according to Acharya Lakshmidhara.



siddhi of the s

loka (spiritual)

Deep meditation on both the vak and artha of this sloka bestows the

~ —

sadhaka the ability to get the jAaana of Devi’s sabdabrahma paravak

k and

vaikhari vak as the manifested universe (as sricakra). Most importantly,

ava

k, madhyama

1 va

mantra svarupa, Her manifestation into pasyant

VT

dasaksari mantra.

s panca

he proceeds to receive the Devi’




Notes / Experience Journaling




