
Episode 59 śloka 44



āroha : स "र2 ग3 म2 प ध2 िन 2 स

• The forty-fourth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in rāgā vāchaspati.

• This raga is the 64th melakarta and belongs to the eleventh Rudra Chakra, with the mnemonic name
Rudra-bhu.

• It is a sampūrṇa- sampūrṇa jati raga.

rāgā vāchaspati

avaroha : स िन 2 ध2 प म2 ग3 "र2 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā vāchaspati

• The rāgā vāchaspati offers an interesting mix of emotions, the primary being śringāra rasa. 

• It is associated with intellectual sharpness and confidence. 

• The rāgā is addressed as a high-energy rāgā as it invokes a sudden rush of energy flow in the 
mind of listeners, capable of removing fatigue and promoting relaxation.

• From a therapeutic perspective, vāchaspati helps improve focus and cognitive function. It is 
often used to stimulate the mind and enhance learning and memory.



śloka 44
तनोतु %ेमं न)व वदनसौ.य0लहरी-
परीवाह8ोतः सरिण<रव सीम=सरिणः ।
वह=ी िस?दूरं Aबलकबरीभारितिमर-
िEषां बृ.ैब0.ीकृतिमव नवीनाक0 िकरणम् ॥

tanotu kṣemaṃ nastava vadanasaundaryalaharī-
parīvāhasrotaḥsaraṇiriva sīmantasaraṇiḥ ।
vahantī sindūraṃ prabalakabarībhāratimira-
dviṣāṃ bṛndairbandīkṛtamiva navīnārkakiraṇam || 44 ||



• In the 44th śloka of soundarya laharī, Adi 
Shankara describes the unparalleled 
auspiciousness of the sacred vermilion that 
adorns Sri Lalitha Tripurasundari's central 
parting of hair. 

• Married women in Hindu culture adorn their 
hair with a central parting, sanctified with 
crimson vermilion – symbol of Shakti Herself.

Context



• Deep red hue of the vermilion signifies Shakti’s 
boundless energy and auspicious presence. 

• In this śloka, Adi Shankara compares the 
vermilion on Devi’s central parting of hair to the 
first light of rising sun and prays to grant 
liberation to the devotees with Her divine grace. 



O Bhagavati!  तव सीम&सरिणः
tava sīmantasaraṇiḥ

The center of the parted portion of hair 
on Your Head

वदन सौ.य0लहरी प4रवाह
6ोतः सरिण4रव

vadana saundaryalaharī-
parīvāha srotaḥ saraṇiriva

Appears like overflowing stream, with 
the waves of beauty of Your face.

8बल कबरी भार ितिमरि<षां वृ.ैः
prabala kabarī bhāra

timiradviṣāṁ vṛndaih

The darkness of Your thick black hair 
is like the group of enemies

ब.ीकृतं इव
bandīkṛtamiva

Who appear to have imprisoned

िसBदूरं वह&ी

sindūraṁ vahantī

The smeared red powder known as 
sindūra that is carried by the 
parting of Your head

नवीनाक0 िकरणम्

navīnārkakiraṇam

That appears like the Sun rays at 
dawn.

नः Eेमं तनोतु

nah tanotu kṣemaṁ

Let it grant Auspiciousness to us.

Word-to-word meanings



“O Bhagavati! 

The center of the parted portion of Your thick and dark hair is like the path of 
an overflowing stream from the wave of your facial beauty. Your beautiful 
face which bears the sindūra, meaning – the vermilion powder, is like the ray 
of the newly risen sun at dawn, and are imprisoned by Your dark locks of 
hair, which are the immensely powerful elements of darkness, acting as a 
group of enemies. Let this grant auspiciousness to us”.

bhāvārtha



• Adi Shankara speaks about Devi’s thick, dark tresses, parted in the center, at the crown of which She 
adorns the auspicious sindūra - a mark of Her supreme divinity.

• The faint line visible on the skull due to the central parting is poetically compared to a stream overflowing 
with floodwaters of Devi’s facial beauty. 

• lahari – waves; just as waves form only at the sea shore, what we behold of Devi’s beauty is only a 
glimpse of Her infinite and unfathomable magnificence.

• The sacred vermilion between the flowing darkness of Her hair resembles the rising sun, which disperses 
darkness and illuminates the cosmos with its fiery glow.

• Adi Shankara prays that the auspiciousness of this vermilion may bestow liberation upon devotees, 
freeing them from the relentless cycle of birth and death.

Important pointers



The spiritual siddhi a sādhaka gains through meditating on this śloka is 
the purification of the mind and liberation from the cycles of birth and 
death (janma-mṛtyu-saṁsāra). The sacred vermilion becomes a divine 
beacon, guiding the devotee from limited self-awareness toward mukti
and eternal union with the radiant ocean of Her boundless beauty and 
grace. 

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


