
Episode 66 śloka 49



āroha : स "र2 म1 प िन 2 स

• The forty-ninth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in the rāgā Hindustani kāpi.

• kāpi is derived from the 22nd melakarta rāgā kharaharapriya.

• Being a popular rāgā in both Hindustani and Carnatic music, kāpi is an auḍava-vakra-sampūrṇa
rāgā.

• The Hindustani equivalent of kāpi is rāgā pīlu, placed under the kafi thāt.

rāgā kāpi

avaroha : स िन 2 ध2 िन 2 प म1 ग2 "र2 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā kāpi
• Hindustani kāpi , known for its soulful and plaintive character, evokes 

nostalgia and devotion. 

• It helps in emotional expression and can be particularly soothing for 
those experiencing emotional turmoil. 

• It promotes a sense of connection and introspection.



śloka 49
िवशाला क'ाणी *ुट-िचरयो2ा कुवलयैः
कृपाधाराऽऽधारा िकमिप मधुराऽऽभोगवितका ।
अव?ी @िABे बEनगरिवBारिवजया
Hुवं तJKामLवहरणयोNा िवजयते ॥

viśālā kalyāṇī sphuṭarucirayodhyā kuvalayaiḥ
kṛpādhārādhārā kimapi madhurābhogavatikā |
avantī dṛṣṭiste bahunagaravistāravijayā
dhruvaṁ tattannāmavyavaharaṇayogyā vijayate || 49 ||



• In the forty-ninth śloka of soundarya laharī, Adi Shankara
reveals the power and benevolence of Devi’s gaze, 
describing how Her divine vision manifests in the world.

• The graceful glance of the Goddess is symbolized through 
the eight sacred cities of Bharata, each city representing 

different aspects and the transformative power of Her 
benevolent sight.

• The eight cities – viśālā, kalyāṇī, ayodhyā, dhārā, madhurā, 
ābhogavatikā, avantī, and vijayā

Context



O Bhagavati!  तॆ
te

Your

#ि%ः
dṛṣṭih

divine gaze (eyes)

िवशाला
viśālā

is vast and expansive

क,ाणी
kalyāṇī

is auspicious and benevolent

/ुट2िचः
sphuṭarucih

possesses a distinct and radiant 
brilliance

अयो7ा
ayodhyā

is beyond the capacity of any to engage 
in battle

कुवलयैः
kuvalayaiḥ

has eyes resembling blue lotuses 
(indīvaras).

िकमिप मधुरा
kimapi madhurā

possesses an indescribable 
sweetness.

आभोगवितका
ābhogavatikā

is extensive and possesses the 
ability to bestow supreme 
enjoyment.

अव@ी
avantī

protects and safeguards

बBनगरिवDारिवजया
bahunagaravistāravijayā

the one whose vastness extends 
over many cities.

तFGामHवहरण योJा
tattannāmavyavaharaṇa yogyā

the one who is worthy of being 
addressed by various sacred 
names.

Kुवं
dhruvaṁ

permanently

Word-to-word meanings



“O Divine Mother! Your eyes —
1. Being vast and expansive, are called vishālā.
2. Being inherently auspicious, are named kalyāṇī.
3. Shining with an unparalleled brilliance, beyond comparison even with blue lotuses, are known as ayodhyā.
4. Serving as the source of an endless stream of compassion, are referred to as dhārā.
5. Filled with an indescribable sweetness, are termed madhurā.
6. Being exceedingly long and bestowing all forms of enjoyment, are called ābhogavatikā.
7. Protecting the entire universe, are named avantī.
8. Spanning vast cities and shining in supreme victory over all, are known as vijayā.
Thus, by this divine certainty, your gracious gaze is deemed worthy of being addressed by these eight sacred 
city names—
viśālā, kalyāṇi, ayodhyā, dhārā, madhurā, ābhogavatikā, avantī, and vijayā — and is glorified with the 
utmost supremacy”.

bhāvārtha



Important pointers

City Significance Distinct characteristic Unique effect

viśālā Vast and all-encompassing Blooms inward, reflecting 
deep thought and 
contemplation

Brings agitation

kalyāṇi Filled with auspiciousness 
and blesses all.

Filled with surprise and 
wonder, expressing 
curiosity and delight.

Causes attraction

ayodhyā Destroys suffering and 
adversities, making it 
invincible.

Expanded pupils, signifying 
intensity and focus.

Melts the heart

• Each city’s name in the 49th śloka has a divine significance and is connected to Devi’s 
glance.



Important pointers

City Significance Distinct characteristic Unique effect

dhārā Benevolence from Devi’s 
gaze flows endlessly with 
divine grace.

Denotes idleness, a 
dreamy or wandering gaze.

Creates infatuation

madhurā Full of love and divine 
sweetness.

Has a slight swirl, 
representing sweetness 
and affection.

Subjugates

ābhogavatikā Grants abundance, joy,
and ultimate fulfilment.

Friendly, warm, and 
inviting

Exorcises negativity



Important pointers

City Significance Distinct characteristic Unique effect

avantī Protective and always 
watches over her 
devotees.

Innocent, pure, and filled 
with sincerity

Antagonizes

vijayā Bestows success and
ultimate liberation
(Moksha).

Oblique glance, carrying a 
sense of dominance and 
conquest.

Death-dealing



In this 49th śloka of soundarya laharī, meditating upon the eightfold divine glances of 

Devi awakens in the sādhaka the transformative powers of Her compassion, protection, 
and ultimate grace. The seeker experiences subtle emotional purification, intuitive 
clarity, and divine presence. It is said Her glance alone can bring about spiritual 
agitation, attraction, devotion, surrender, and even liberation. Thus, this śloka reveals 
that Her eyes, through their varied glances, are the secret instruments of divine play 

(līlā)—binding, releasing, protecting, and exalting the soul toward mokśa.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


