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Episode 69

sloka 51




Sini

rtavar

raga am

7,4, 9,9

aroha

avaroha

amrtavarsini.

raga

raga.

The fifty-first Sloka of soundarya lahari is composed and rendered in the

This raga is derived from the 66th melakarta citrambatri.

amrtavarsini is an audava- audava jati



The healing benefits of

Sini

rtavar

raga am

, as the name suggests, is associated with invoking rain showers,

7

rsini

tava

raga amr

symbolizing prosperity.

Its melodic structure evokes feelings of refreshment and renewal.

Therapeutically, this raga is believed to rejuvenate the mind and body, making it ideal

for overcoming fatigue and lethargy.

It has a revitalizing effect on the listener.
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agyajanani

harahibhyo bhita sarasiruhasaubh
sakhisu smera te mayi janani drstih sakruna || 51 ||
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Context

e In the fifty-first Sloka of soundarya lahari, Adi Shankara
continues to elaborate on the gaze of Devi, which is

filled with all the nine rasas (emotions).

e For devotees and surrendered seekers, Her gaze is of

boundless compassion.

e Adi Shankara prays to Devi that Her benevolent and

compassionate gaze should fall upon him (devotees).



Word-to-word meanings

bibhatsa rasa — the sentiment of

rasa - the sentiment of fury)

dfeaRsH | Towards anyone other than Shiva

P HTUXT | Filled with disdain (indicating

TIﬁ'-I'CIT Towards ganga(residing in Shiva’s

TT | Full of anger (indicating raudra
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fiferafd

girisacarite

Towards the heroic tales of Shiva (such

as the victory over Tripura)

fowgadt

vismayavati

Filled with wonder (indicating adbhuta

rasa - the sentiment of amazement)

E

sakhisu

Towards Her friends

RRURERE

harahibhyah

Towards the snakes adorning Shiva

R

smera

Smiling (indicating hasya rasa -

the sentiment of joy and laughter)

i

bhita

Frightened (indicating bhayanaka rasa

- the sentiment of fear)

mayi

upon me!

TRR®E AIHTTSH

sarasiruha saubhagyajanani

Causing redness in lotuses, meaning

possessing lotus-like reddish beauty

NEZaull

sakaruna

Is full of compassion (indicating
karuna rasa — the sentiment of

mercy)
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bhavartha

O Janani! Your divine glance manifests different rasa bhavas (emotions) in different situations:
e Towards Your consort Shiva — It expresses srngara rasa (Love and Romance).

e Towards those who are away from the path of dharma (other than Shiva) — It reflects bibhatsa rasa
(Disgust).

e Towards ganga, Your co-wife — It is filled with raudra rasa (Anger and Fury).

e When listening to Shiva’s victorious conquest over Tripura — It reveals adbhuta rasa (Wonder and

Amazement).
e When seeing the snakes adorning Shiva — It manifests bhayanaka rasa (Fear).
e When beholding the unmatched beauty of lotus flowers — It exudes vira rasa (Heroism).
e Towards Your friends - It glows with hasya rasa (Joy and Laughter).

e Towards Your devotee (me) — It overflows with karuna rasa (Compassion and Mercy).
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Important pointers

e |nthis sloka, Devi is revealed in Her most intimate and expressive form as a

divine being filled with emotions.

e The nine emotions (navarasas) described in this Sloka are not separate from

Devi, but rather Her very essence expressed in different ways.
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siddhi of the sloka (spiritual)

The spiritual siddhi described in the 51st Sloka of soundarya lahari is the
direct experience of Devi's compassionate gaze (karuna rasa), which
transforms the devotee's heart by fostering love, peace, and divine grace.
This siddhi bestows divine protection, unconditional acceptance, and
spiritual union with the Divine, leading to the dissolution of ego and the
cessation of suffering. Through sincere devotion and the longing for Devi's
gaze, the seeker attains spiritual insight and oneness with the eternal

reality.




Notes / Experience Journaling




