
Episode 89 śloka 66



āroha : स ग2 म1 ध1 िन 3 स

• The sixty-sixth śloka of soundarya laharī is composed and rendered in the rāgā kalyanavasanta.

• kalyanavasanta is derived from the 21st melakarta kīravāṇi

• It is an audava-sampūrṇa jāti rāgā.

rāgā kalyanavasanta

avaroha : स िन 3 ध1 प म1 ग2 (र2 स 



The healing benefits of 
rāgā kalyanavasanta

• kalyanavasanta invokes śanta rasa (peace) and bhakti rasa (devotion). 

• It is a short and soothing rāgā and often used in meditative and devotional contexts.

• From a therapeutic perspective, this rāgā promotes mental clarity and emotional 
stability. 

• It is beneficial for meditation, spiritual practices, and reducing anxiety.



śloka 66
िवप$ा गाय(ी िविवधमपदानं पशुपतेः
4यार6े व7ंु चिलतिशरसा साधुवचने ।
तदीयैमा=धुय>रपलिपतत?ीकलरवां
िनजां वीणां वाणी िनचुलयित चोलेन िनभृतम् ॥

vipañcayā gāyantī vividhamapadānaṁ paśupateḥ
tvayārabdhe vaktuṁ calitaśirasā sādhuvacane |
tadīyairmādhuryairapalapitatantrīkalaravāṁ
nijāṁ vīṇāṁ vāṇī niculayati colena nibhṛtam || 66 ||



• In this sixty-sixth śloka of soundarya laharī, Adi Shankara
reveals the profound sweetness and divine charm of Devi 
Lalita’s speech.

• When Goddess Sarasvati starts to sing the glories of Lord 
Shiva, Mother Lalita nods Her head in approval, moved by 

the devotion.

• When Devi starts speaking a few words of appreciation, the 
nectarine sweetness of Her words surpasses even the 
melodic strains of Sarasvati’s vīṇā.

Context



O Bhagavati!  िवप$ा
vipañcyā

by the vipañchī (a type of veena or lute)

गाय(ी
gāyantī

singing

िविवधम्
vividham

various

अपदानम्
apadānam

glorious deeds (especially those of 
Lord Shiva)

पशुपतेः
paśupateḥ

of Pashupati (Lord Shiva)

5या
tvayā

by You (O Devi)

आर8े
ārabdhe

when begun

व9ुम्
vaktum

to speak

चिलतिशरसा
calitaśirasā

with head gently moving due to 
inner joy

साधुवचने
sādhuvacane

in the utterance of sweet or holy 
words

Word-to-word meanings



तदीयैः
tadīyaiḥ

by those

माधुय>ः
mādhuryaiḥ

sweetness's

अपलिपत त?ीकलरवाम्
apalapita tantrīkalaravām

whose string-music sound is 
silenced/overcome

िनजाम्
nijām

Her own

वीणाम्
vīṇām

Veena (stringed instrument)

वाणी
vāṇī

Goddess of speech, Sarasvati

िनचुलयित
niculayati

covers/conceals

चोलेन
cholena

with a cloth 

ताDूलकबलाः
tāmbūla-kabalāḥ

morsels of betel leaf (tāmbūla) 
from the mouth

िनभृतम्
nibhṛtam

quietly, modestly

Word-to-word meanings (Cont.)



"O Devi! 

As You sing with the vipañchī (vīṇā) the many heroic deeds of Lord paśupati, 
and begin to speak sweet words with a head gently nodding in delight, the 
goddess vāṇī, whose own music is drowned by the sweetness of Your 
melody, quietly covers Her own vīṇā with a cloth and hides it away."

bhāvārtha



• In the 66th śloka, Adi Shankara glorifies the sweetness of the supreme Mother’s speech.

• Goddess Sarasvati, the deity of knowledge and arts, seated gracefully with Her celestial vīṇā, began to
sing the glories of Lord Shiva.

• Mother parāśakti listened intently to this melodious offering and expressed Her delight at Sarasvati’s
singing, uttering words of praise — “sādhu! sādhu!”

• The sweetness and divine resonance of the Mother’s voice surpassed even the heavenly melody of
Saravati’s vīṇā.

• Sarasvati gently and silently covered her vīṇā with a cloth, out of modesty and reverence.

• The speech of the Divine Mother is so infinitely melodious that even Sarasvati, the goddess of speech
Herself, is humbled before it.

Important pointers



Meditating on this 66th śloka bestows the siddhi of divya-vāṇī—the 
supreme grace of divine, melodious, and truth-infused speech. The 
sādhaka's voice becomes a channel of sacred resonance, surpassing 
even artistic excellence. Sarasvatī’s humility becomes the aspirant’s 
wisdom: true speech arises not from skill, but from surrender to the 
Mother's blissful grace.

siddhi of the śloka (spiritual) 



Notes / Experience Journaling


